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PROCEEDI NGS
* ok ok % %
THURSDAY, JULY 26, 2001
10: 31 a. m
* ok ok % K ok
GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Ladi es and
gent |l emen, good norning, and thank you
very nmuch for comng. W want to get
under way. And apparently there was --
at least | amtold, there was air traffic
on the ground in Little Rock for the delay for
in getting here. As you may know, the Board of
Apportionnment noves on fromhere to El Dorado,
and then on to Hope. And because | amgoing to
be going back to Little Rock to hopefully bai
Janet out this afternoon, | drove down this
norni ng. So, proof positive, when you
absol utely, positively have to be there, just
drive.
At this time, | would Iike to

officially call this nmeeting of the Board
of Apportionment to order, and thank all of you
for comng for the purpose of public coments.

Many of you may be aware of the fact that the
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Board of Apportionnment is created by the
Constitution of Arkansas. Every two years after
t he census is taken, the Governor, Attorney
CGeneral, and the Secretary of State formthe
Board of Apportionnment. Their job, then, is to
create legislative districts for both the House
and the Senate of the Arkansas

General Assenbly.

The Constitution primary insists that we,
as close as possible, achieve one person, one
vote, meaning that there is people
representation in the House districts, as well
as in the Senate districts for each of the
respective bodies. And, of course, that is a
| ogi cal kind of concl usion.

It would be really nice if every
county and every nmunicipality and all the areas
wi t hi n the geographi cal boundaries, be they
rivers or creeks or major highways, all had
equal distribution of population, the job would
be very easy. Unfortunately, if you have
| ooked at Arkansas, driven around a little bit,
you know it is not quite that sinple, and every
nove on the checker board sort of has a

rippling effect, because it affects all the
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other districts surrounding it.

None of us would claimthis process
is perfect, in fact, it will be far from
perfect, because people are involved, and
therefore, there is no way it can nake
everybody conpletely happy. But the goal
we have, even in this public hearing, is to get
i nput so that hopefully the decisions that are
ultimately made and the drawi ng up of the
districts is as fair to as nmany people as is
humanly possible, and that we can sonehow cone
up with a plan that satisfies, we would love to
say everyone, but certainly as many people as
is possible in achieving sonme of the nandates,
not only for one person, one rule, but also
trying to keep whole comunities, counties
whenever possi bl e.

We have had sone great ideas com ng out of
t he hearings, quite frankly. This is the
seventh hearing that we have had, and in
several of the ones that we have conducted, it
has been interesting that sone of the ideas and
suggestions that canme from people in those
comunities really were very conpelling, they

made perfect sense. And, you know, we are
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going to do our best to try to incorporate it.

So, we are here today to take your
comments, as well. W wll take opening
comments first fromthe Secretary of State and
the Attorney General. And then Butch Reeves,
who is the Chief Legal Counsel of the
Governor's office, will conme to the podi um and
he will, again, give you a little background of
t he process that has been followed up to now,
and then we wll open the floor for questions.

Let nme just ask that if you have --
or excuse nme, not questions, but comments, to
clarify that, because we may not be able to
have an answer to a question, but comrents is
what we are | ooking for. Wat we do need you
to do if you have a comment is to cone to the
m crophone here on the floor. |If -- ideally,
if you are going to ask sonme questions, just go
ahead and sort of cue up on the m crophone,
that way, we will have the coments one after
the other and we won't have to wait for someone
to get up here on the m crophone.

We do ask you to please state your
nanme, where you are from and then make

any comrent. W need that for the record. W
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have a court reporter here who is taking
transcripts, and all the nice things that you
say about us will be published in a nicely
bound book and distributed to all citizens.
Anyt hi ng unki nd, your taxes will be raised and
your |icense fees wll be greatly hei ghtened.
So, just beware of those kind of notions.

At this time, | want to say a word of
t hanks to our staff. Al of the folks on the
staff of the Governor's office and Attorney
Ceneral's office, Secretary of State's office
really have done the heavy lifting in this.
And it would be unfair for us to not
acknow edge with a great deal of appreciation
the literally hundreds of hours that have been
put into this project by the staffs of each of
these offices. It is a task that, frankly,
woul d cause soneone never to want to run for
one of these three constitutional offices
during the census period, and to nmake sure that
you cane in like in the '02 frane.

W wi il pass that on to the future people
running for office, all of us wll
be term nated out of our positions within the

next decade. So, | would certainly reconmend
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that the person maybe think about running the
next cycle after this one, because it is a
very, very tough task. But the staff of each of
t hese groups has done a terrific job, and we
are here today to take your comments.

Wth that, | amgoing to ask Secretary of
State Sharon Priest and then Attorney Ceneral
Mark Pryor to make openi ng comments.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
you, Governor. Good norning.

AUDI ENCE: Good nor ni ng.

SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: | am
pl eased to finally be here, and pleased that
all of you are here this norning to take part
in an activity that truly is denocracy. Wat we
are seeing happen today and what we have seen
happen at the other hearings that we have had
has been an exercise in denocracy. And it is
so inportant that you participate.

We want you to know that the |lines
that are drawn and the draft maps that you see
before you are not carved in stone. They are
subject to change. |In fact, we have al ready
probably seen in other cases, as the Governor

has al ready said, there have been places where
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we have had good suggestions and | think we
will be able to nmake those changes. W don't
have a nonopoly on good ideas, and we are
hopeful that some of the issues that you may
have, you may have suggesti ons where we can
change them So, please know, we are open to
maki ng changes on these maps.

The other thing that | would like to
say is, we had a good census, we grew by al nost
14 percent, and that is a good thing, it is a
very good thing. It is good for revenue
turn-back funds for our state and for our
counties. So, you know, even though sone areas
| ost popul ati ons whi ch caused sone chal | enges
in terns of drawing districts, Senate districts
now had to be -- the ideal Senate district,
9,300 people nore than the ideal Senate
district ten years ago. And House districts
grew by about 3,200 peopl e.

So, if you are in an area where there was
a population loss, it gave -- it created a real
chal l enge for us to do that and do it in a
manner that was |ogical and fair, and nade
those districts sort of square up and | ook

good. So, we have had sone chal | enges, but we
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think that you may have sone suggestions that
will help us.

And the last thing | would like to say is,
the three of us are elected. It is our goal to
make as many peopl e as happy as possible, not
t he ot her way around. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Thank you. |
wanted to thank you all for being here, and we
apol ogi ze for being late. There was a
nonmechani cal probl em on the plane, we never
really knew what it was, maybe it had to do
with a flight plan or sonething, and the pilots
had to get out and go back in and get sone
t hi ngs worked out, and we don't know all the
details of that, but we are sorry we are |ate.

W want to give special thanks to
UAPB, who are hosting this today, you have got
a great facility, all the great things that
they do here on this canpus. W appreciate you
all. It is always great to be here and al ways
great to be a part of this great university
system

W are really here to listen. It is |ike
what Sharon said. The nost inportant word you

will see on any of these maps is the word

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o F F F F F F B F F F
ag A W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ Ww N - O

10

"draft". These are drafts, they are not
engraved in stone. W are here to take input.
These maps that you are seeing are actually,
what they really are is, they are a
recomendation of the staff to the

Apportionment Board.

The Apportionnent Board really hasn't nmade
any decisions yet. But we are still in that
drafting and i nformation-gathering stage. So,
we are here to |isten today and we are here to
try to take any | ocal considerations we can,
| ocal concerns, we are going to try to listen
to those and factor those in on how t he maps
shoul d | ook.

We all three have individually, and
our staffs, if we added up the hours, it would
be hundreds or nore hours of tinme than we have
spent tal king to people and getting input from
people. And the other day, Brenda and Hank,
probably shouldn't tell this story, but | wll
go ahead and do it. The other day, | had
probably got enough input, if you know what |
mean. | had been talking to a | ot of people
about this, and | decided to play a joke on one

of the state senators.
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So, | called himup and | said, "Senator,"
| said "I have got sone bad news." He said,
"What is that, Mark?" | said, "W have
elimnated your district.” He said, "Wat?"
said, "Yeah, we have elimnated your district."

| said, "You neighbor fromthe east cane in
and he sort of made his pitch and nade his
argunent, so we gave himhalf of your district.
And then your neighbor fromthe west cane in
and he made his pitch, and we gave himthe
ot her half of your district."

He said, "Mark, let ne tell you about
those two guys.” He said, "One of them
t he nei ghbor to the east, he is a shyster and
his dad before himwas a shyster.” He said,
"My neighbor to the west," he said, "He never
shows up at any of the neetings. | have got to
do all the voting for him and he is just in
the Senate to line his own pockets.” And |
t hought, "Man, this conversation is not going

very well," you know.

So, | said, "Woa, whoa, whoa." |
said, "Senator, Senator," | said, "I was just
kidding, | was just kidding. W

didn't elimnate your district. W drewit
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exactly the way you wanted it. | think it is
going to be great, | think you are going to be
very, very pleased with it." And he said,

"Mark," he said, "how did you nake ne say that
about two of the dearest friends a man ever
had?"

But that is kind of how the process works.

It is enotional sonmetines, and it

i s understandabl e, because really what we are
t al ki ng about here is our denocracy, and our --
as a people, our ability to be represented in
our state government. It is very inportant.
We all take it very seriously, | know | speak
for the Governor and the Secretary of State.
We take it very seriously. There is in the
State Constitution. We are the only state in
Anerica that does it this way.

Most states, the legislature do it,
or possibly let sonme special conm ssion
or sonething do it. By we are the only
one who has the chief executive officer,
the chief elections officer, and chief
| egal officer sit down and try to draw
these districts. So, we are trying to do that

today, we appreciate your input. And with that,
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| will turn it over to the Governor

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABAY: Thank you very

much. At this time, | would like to i ntroduce

Butch Reeves, who w Il conme and begin talking

about the process and wel cone your
MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.
started this process last fall. W
about 13 cities around the state, |j
staff, asked for coments, in sone
had a | ot of people, sonme neetings
or five, on the front end, to say,
want, what do you want to change?"
nunbers in March and plugged themi
conputer. And since the third week
Ti m Hunphries from Sharon's office
Crane from Mark Pryor's office, we
been sitting at the Aegon building

maps.

conment s.
We actual ly
came to

ust the
nmeeti ngs we
we had four
"What do you
We got the
nto the

of April,
and Larry
have

dr awi ng

Many of you have been by there, many

of you have called, faxed, E-mailed, sent

suggestions. W have tried to listen to

all that and conme up with sonme answers,

come up with solutions. But part of it has a

| egal connotation, too.

The United States

Constitution says one person, one vote. That

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

14

is the ultimate goal. That is why every House
di strict should have 26, 734 people, or as close
to that as possible, every Senate district
shoul d have 76,383, or as close to that as
possi ble, to get the one person, one vote.
There is a variance above and bel ow, just a
little bit, but we have tried to stick to those
nunbers.

In this particular area, it has been very
tough to keep the districts the way they have
been, because every county but two around here
| ost population. You didn't lose a |ot, but
when you didn't gain much and the state gained
over 13.7 percent overall, you really |ost nore
than 13.7, if you lost. So, that has been the
t oughest challenge, | will say, for us to draw
the districts around Jefferson County, G ant,

Cl evel and, Lincoln, Arkansas. Those were the
toughest, | wll say, because of the |oss of
popul ation. So, we need to keep that in m nd.

The Arkansas Constitution requires
that this Board' s decision about the maps not
be arbitrary. That is really all it says.

That means, they had to have guidelines. Wat

gui delines did they use? They used gui delines
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that are announced by the United States Suprene
Court in these types of cases. And those
roughly are, conpactness, how cl ose can we get
the district together. If you will |ook at
the statew de map, sone districts cover huge,
nore than one county. That is because you have
got to have them big enough to get 26,000 or
76, 000 people in them

Some districts in Northwest Arkansas
and Pul aski County are real small, because they
have nore people to nake it conpact, that is
really what that nmeans. Contiguity, that just
means that they touch, you can't have a part of
a district here and a part of a district here,
(indicating), they have to touch. Preservation
of political subdivisions, such as cities and
counties, unless it was inpossible to do so, we
really tried to keep cities and counties whol e,
if we could. If we couldn't, we tried to say,
"Which part of this county could be cut off to
go with this county that would make sense and
still touch and be conpact ?"

The other thing, the other criteria
we used were the preservation of conmunities of

interest. Wat do this people in this town
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have in comon with these people in this town
or this county or this part of the county?

Now, when we have got lots of rural areas and
medi um si zed towns and little tows, that is a
little tougher to do when you have still got to
get one person, one vote in those districts.

So, the preservation of the cores of
existing districts, that is tough when you | ose
popul ation. W tried to do that as best we
could. That involved | ooking at where the
i ncunbent lives, and it is not drawing a
district for an incunbent, but you take them
into account. Now, next tinme, in the House, 53
House nmenbers will be termlimted after 'O02.
So, these districts are going to go for ten
years, so we took that into account in trying
to draw these districts, with input of just
sheer nunbers.

But when you start fromthe river
the state border and go west, or when you start
fromthe north and go south, west and go east,
we have done it all ways, it doesn't make any
difference. W have kind of cone to a
concl usi on of how the districts ought to | ook.

So, after that, what you have to take into
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account is conpliance with Section Two of the
Voting Rights Act. And that is why sone of the
district, especially in Jefferson County, | ook
the way they do, is because of the Voting
Ri ghts Act.

Now, with that said, we would |ike
for soneone to be first and give the Board your
comments about what you would like to see
changed or ask to be changed. So, who wants to
go first?

MR T.J. ROAELL: Could I ask a question?

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes, sir.

MR T.J. ROAELL: | have a presentation,
and it would be nore convenient for ne if
| could conme to the podium and do that, because
| have a visual aid, and | --

MR. OLAN REEVES:. Ckay.

MR T.J. ROAELL: And I can't do it right

t here.

3

OLAN REEVES: Ckay.

3

T.J. RONELL: | will be happy to go
first.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Sure. Co ahead.

MR T.J. ROWNELL: Can you kind of see

that? Should | nobve it? |Is that better?
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GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Either way is
fine.

MR T.J. ROAELL: Thank you for the
opening remarks, and | agree with all of them

| amgoing to renenber that story about
the senator. M nane is T.J. Rowell, |
live at 6300 Tinber Lake Drive in Pine Bluff,
Arkansas. | want to thank Governor Huckabee
and Attorney CGeneral Pryor and Secretary Priest
for allowng ne to be heard concerning the
proposed Representative District Nunmber 18.

18, primarily affects where | live and
where ny representative lives. Now, it is
obvious, as it has been pointed out, that the
popul ation shift in our state fromtine to tine
noves and it is necessary to nake these
changes, as has been pointed out by the
Governor. And it is difficult locate
t he boundaries in order to satisfy as many
peopl e as possible. | understand that several
maps have been made, and remade. And the map
have here is the one that has been recomended
by the staff that prepared it.

The new district would be made up of

approxi mately one-half of M. Bradford's
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old district and the other half would be nmade
up of M. Taylor's old district. There have
been at |east three plans that have been nade

t hat includes both M. Taylor and M. Bradford.

Now, | have known both of these gentlenen for
many years. | knew both of them | ong before
they ever entered into politics. | have

supported each one of themin the past, and |
consi der both of themto be ny friend. Both
served on the Gty Council, and they have
served our community well.

| have worked with and for politicians for
al nost 40 years right here in Pine Bluff,
Arkansas. | served as city engineer here
during the '50s -- through the '60s and ' 70s,
and recently retired as chief engi neer of the
Arkansas Ganme & Fish Comm ssion. | know
firsthand how the gane is played. Wen | saw
this map with the recomended |ines drawn, |
had to do a double-take. | couldn't believe
what | was seeing. |t doesn't take a rocket
scientist to see what is going on here.

If you will note, if you orient the
map, this is Redfield, Wiite Hall, Jefferson
County, Ceveland County line. M. Bradford
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lives right here and M. Taylor lives right
here. He just built a new hone here in our

nei ghbor hood. (Indicating.) Soneone very
carefully went around this house to put it in,
very carefully went around this house to put it
out. Now, that may be a coincidence. If it is
a coincidence, | nust apologize for what | may
say here today.

The map -- the blue part of the map used
to be in M. Bradford' s district, the red part
used to be in M. Taylor's district. Wien M.
Taylor first saw this map, he asked the staff
about this, and he said, "If you adopt this,
you are going to nake ne nove from ny house and
go down to Rison at my old honme place, and | am
going to have to build a house down there if I
run in this newdistrict.” And guess what?
About three days |ater, another map showed up
and removed M. Taylor's old honme place,
and al so took out the City of Rison.
(Indicating.) And this is the map that
was finally recomended.

And again, this may be coi ncidental,
but it don't look that way to ne. The Gty of

Ri son, | have a copy of a letter fromthe mayor
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and a resolution by the Gty Council that have
asked the Board of Apportionnment to keep them
in that district. And if they do that, take
our representative out of here, he could nove
down here to his old hone place and he could
still run in that district.

This map, as it is presently drawn,
is an insult to the integrity of every voter
in my neighborhood. It is tinme that soneone
stand up and |l et the people know that if
we don't care enough about the political
process to get involved, then we won't have a
say in matters such as this, and the powerful
politicians will dictate their w shes upon the
people. This is contrary to the Anerican way.

| am here today because | feel very
strongly that undue influence has been used to
get these lines drawmn where they are. Neither
one of these nen should be railroaded out of
office without giving the voters the choice to
decide. If you choose this plan, then sinply
put both of themin the district, and you | et
us deci de which one we want to represent us.
Don't just close one out without giving himan

opportunity.
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| submt to you that it appears to ne that
a strong effort has been nmade to elimnate ny
representative wthout giving ny neighbors and
me an opportunity to have a vote. 1In Anerica,
we are to set exanples for others to foll ow
and not the other way around.

On July 21, an article appeared in the
Pine Bluff Conmercial that said one of the
staff nenbers who had been working on the maps
had been reassi gned and that he would not be
wor king on the redistricting any |onger. And
fromsonme of the comments that this young man
had made, | congratul ate Secretary Priest for
taking that action. But he did say sonething
in an earlier article that | agree with, and I
trust that the panel wll agree with. And his
comment was as follows, and | quote, "I can
tell you for a fact that Sharon Priest is
commtted to nmaking the redistricting process
as fair and equitable as possible.”

| trust that this is the position that you
all will take when nmaking your final decision.

In closing, let nme say that | appreciate you

for comng to our city and giving the voters an

opportunity to be heard. As you travel around
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this great state of ours, | trust that you wll
not be approached or threatened by any powerf ul
politicians who would | ead you to believe that
if you don't draw the lines where he or she
wants them that they would oppose you in your
future endeavors.

Shoul d you choose to adopt the District
Ten plan that wll be offered here today, then
this presentation may be di sregarded. But if
you choose to adopt this plan for District 18,
then | trust that necessary revisions wll be
made that will give each one of these
representatives an opportunity to serve the
people within the district and |l et the people
deci de. Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Who wants to go next?

MR. BENNY PETRUS: | wll go next. Thank
you all. | won't be as hard as that one there.

| have got a couple of petitions here | would

like for you all to | ook at.

| am Benny Petrus, 3169 H ghway 165 South
in DeWtt. | gave you all a couple
of petitions formthe people in Point Duluth
Townshi p. And basically, our argunent that we

woul d I'ike for you all to consider is to take
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us out of your proposed 14 and put us in 12.

And the main reason for that, over the
| ast 20 years, the last ten years you have sent
t he epicenter of Point Duluth Township to
Phillips County. The ten years before, that
you sent the epicenter to Chicot County and
Desha County. There at Point Duluth, we sit
there and ook at the lights of DeWtt, see the
football stadium everything else, but our
representative is way over in another area.

And Arkansas County is a little bit unique
with the two mgjor rivers. | nmean, we have got
the Wiite and we do have the Arkansas. So, it
is only 250 people, but it 250 peopl e that
think it is our turn to be represented in that
area. So, ask you to just take strong
consideration. If you add the 250 to the
proposed 12, it puts you well w thin your slot
[imts of what we ask, so it is not real
controversial fromanybody. So, just your
consideration will be greatly appreciat ed.

MR. OLAN REEVES: W have actually | ooked
at that proposition.

MR. LARRY CRANE: Yes. The nunbers were.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Yes. And | think you
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mean from 12 to 14.

MR. BENNY PETRUS: Nunber 12 to 14,
right.

MR. CLAN REEVES: You are in 12 now,
and you want to go to 14?

MR. BENNY PETRUS: Right. W would
like to go to 14. That puts us well w thin our
sl ot .

MR. OLAN REEVES: W have actually | ooked
to see if the nunbers work, and |I think they do
work, it is just 250 people.

MR. LARRY CRANE: This draft shows it
ri ght here.

MR. BENNY PETRUS: You all have been very
hel pful, and your staffs. | tell you, you
all's staffs, when | have called up there for
information, they were just -- they were
wonder ful, they would get stuff to us. And
again, | appreciate everybody hel pi ng us,
because I know | have bugged you to death, but
we do appreciate it.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Next?

MR. JIM CRIDER: Thank you very nuch, and
it is a pleasure to be here. MW nane is Jim

Crider, and | am president and CEO of the
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Econom c Devel opnent Al liance of Jefferson
County. | reside at Nunber 16 West Ri dge Drive
here in Pine Bluff, Arkansas for the past three
weeks now. So, | still look at nmy wistwatch
whenever soneone asks ne how |l ong | have been
her e.

It is a pleasure to be here before
t he Board of Apportionnent, Governor and
di stingui shed nmenbers of this Board. And
| want to nmake a couple of comments, of course,
about the bill -- the plan as it is laid out.
The Econom ¢ Devel opnent Al liance counts
Jefferson County's | egislative del egation as an
effective partner in the econom c progress
achieved in the past years.

Each nmenber of the del egation serves
an inportant role in hel ping us reach our goals
for our county. Under your draft redistricting
pl an, Jefferson County will |ose a nmenber of
t hat del egation since the draft plan places two
i ncunbents in the sane House | egislative
district. The Econom c Devel opnent Alliance of
Jefferson County is seeking the opportunity to
retain the same nunber of representatives in

t he House as we have had during our past decade
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of success.

The Alliance supports the revised
House Legi slative District Plan Nunber Ten that
| placed before you, as -- before comng to the
m crophone. VWhile we -- the revised plan would
not guarantee a Jefferson County
representative, it would give Jefferson County
residents the opportunity to keep the sane
nunber in our delegation. The plan would al so
benefit our Southeast Arkansas nei ghbors
by keeping both the City of Mnticello
and C evel and County within one district.

We believe that the revised House District
Pl an Nunber Ten woul d be the nost benefici al
plan for this area. Thank you for the
opportunity to nmake this conment.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Thank you.

MR. COLAN REEVES: Thank you. Who wants to

be next?

MR. SONNY COX: | will be next. Since
Arkansas starts with an "A", is it first in
line? | am Sonny Cox, | ama county judge out

of Arkansas County, and | do want to quell a
runor about our Governor's knee. The roads in

Arkansas County are better than they are in
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some ot her counties, and it is a runor that he
got stuck on one of the county roads and had to
wal k in the mud and twi st his knee. | believe
that was in another county, CGovernor.

GOVERNOCR M KE HUCKABEE: It was, it was in
Jackson County.

MR, SONNY COX: Ch, okay. | just wanted
to make sure that we got that straight about
his tw sted knee, anyway.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: It wasn't on the
road, Judge.

MR. SONNY COX: Ch, okay.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: It was in nmud in
the m ddl e of a creek.

MR. SONNY COX: Ch, okay. But anyway,
| am here today to nake a suggestion. And
Arkansas County, as Benny said, is a very
uni que county. It is 1,035 square mles, huge
county, has two nmajor cities and several snal
cities. And ny suggestion is pretty sinple.
There is a small part in our proposed district,
which is Senate District 28, there is a small
part of Pulaski County that is included in this
Senate district. But our second major city in

Arkansas County, which is DeWtt, and is al so
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t he county seat of Arkansas County, there are
two. W have two of everything. W have two
county seats, two courthouses, and et cetera.
So, DeWtt has been left out of this Senate
district.

| think it is in the best interest of the
peopl e of Arkansas County and DeWtt and
Stuttgart, especially, we would |ove to see al
of Arkansas County in the sanme Senate district,
but we realize we are such a huge geographi cal
area that that mght be hard to do. There are
approximately a thousand people in that snal
part over in Pulaski County, but we wll be
addi ng about 4,000 around the DeWtt area.

That woul d put both major cities,
both county seats in the sane Senate district
area wth Lonoke and Prairie County. And | am
not sure how you can acconplish that, but that
is what we are asking, that you try your best
to leave the two major cities in Arkansas
County in Senate District 28. And your staff
has been great, and | appreciate the
opportunity to speak here this norning.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR  Judge, while

you are here, let nme ask about the House side.
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You have nentioned, have you | ooked at the
House map?

MR. SONNY COX: Yes. And | agree with the
House side. That definitely would -- it is
hard, as Benny said, to be |ooking at the
football stadiumlights and your representative
be somewhere else. And | do realize that, and
strongly support that change in the House
district, also.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: Thank you.

MR. SONNY COX: Thank you.

MR. DON PATTILLO | amDon Pattillo, | am
with the Farmers & Merchants Bank in Stuttgart.

| would like to concur with Judge Cox's
remar ks about reuniting DeWtt and Stuttgart in
one Senate district. As he has nentioned,
there are co-county seats, we share a comunity
college. And as | listened to the criteria
that you will be working on or relying on in
maki ng your decision, | think there is a fit in
every aspect, particularly, we are economcally
tied together, with the exception of one Friday
night every fall, DeWtt and Stuttgart have a
[ ot in conmon.

We depend -- our industries, particularly
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Ri cel and Foods and Lennox, are a nmjor

enpl oyer, and depend very nuch on the work
force com ng out of DeWtt to support those
industries. And |likew se, DeWtt |ooks to or

| arger industries to supply jobs for their
people. And so, | hope you will | ook favorably
on Judge Cox's recommendation. In Stuttgart,

t he Chanber of Commerce and the Industri al

Devel opnent Corporation, who asked ne to
represent themtoday, are very nuch in favor of
this. Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. BENNY PETRUS: Benny Petrus, again.
just want to concur on that right there. [If |
can go a little bit deeper about the footbal
gane, | grewup in a Rice Bird, Stuttgart, but
my son is a Dragon, we live in DeWtt now. So,
you tal k about that Friday night being hard,
| spend half on one side and half on the other
side. But a lot of people in our county
have busi nesses, and | am one of themthat has
a business both -- an autonobile business both
in DeWtt and both in Stuttgart. It is just a
common trade area.

| nean, it is -- those rivers kind of keep
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us all together, and there is a |ot of people,
the tractor businesses, there is all type of
sorts of -- Riceland Foods and producers of
both big conpanies in our area that DeWtt and
Stuttgart just satellite for one another. So,
we would very well like to see that done, al so.
Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. JEFF DI XON: Good norning, nenbers of
t he Board, Governor Huckabee, Attorney General
Pryor, and Secretary Priest. Thank you for the
opportunity to be here today. M nane is Jeff
D xon, | aman attorney here in Pine Bluff, |
l[ive in South Pine Bluff at 1005 Fairway Drive.
And, again, thank you for being here. Thank
you for the work that you do on this Board. It
must -- | can only inmagine that it is
a pai nst aki ng process.

And | wanted -- again, | want to
concur with what M. Crider said and al so
support anended District Ten. | live in South
Pine Bluff, and | live near the north end of
that district. And | have several enployees in
ny office that live in Ceveland County. And

they are supportive of this district, as well.
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Like M. Crider said, the district
does not result in two incunbents in Jefferson
County being in the sane district. It allows
Jefferson County the opportunity, but does not
guarantee that we can get the sane nunber of
| egi slators that we have now. It also gives
Cl evel and County an opportunity to be in one
district for the first tine in many, many
years. O evel and County has been divided for a
long tine, and because they are a rural county,
t he chance to be in one district neans a lot to
t hem

| also want to say that this is not about
personality. It is not about any of the
i ncunbent representatives that are there now,
whet her it be Representative Bradford, who has
done a fantastic job representing our -- or
representing the district that he is in,
and Representative C emons, who has al so done
a fantastic job representing the district that
he is in, as well as Representative Tayl or, who
has done a fantastic job. It is not about
personality, It is about giving a voice to the
people in South-Central Jefferson County and in

Cl evel and County, as well as Lincoln and Drew.
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Little Rock is noisy place during the
| egi sl ative session, as each of you know, and
t hese people would |i ke to be heard.

Again, | just want to say that we want to
support revised District Ten. You have seen
the map. | have also sent a letter to each of
you that you will have, | mailed it yesterday.

Thank you for the opportunity to be here, and
pl ease support that proposal

MR. CLAN REEVES: Thank you. | kind of
feel like Bob Barker on Price is Right, "Cone
on down." Wo else wants to tal k?

MR. P.Q GARDNER  You know, | have
to take ny tinme fromMnticello to come up here
to speak to you lovely people today. | live in
Drew County. And, of course, you just heard
two proposals by the Alliance here in Pine
Bluff to take part of our area and make it into
their district. And | amopposed to that. W
| ost our representative this year, and, of
course, M. Taylor was sort of pulled out of
this district. And that would be one way, of
course, to keep him But we |ike to have
representatives, too, in Drew County.

O course, Drew County and Lincoln County
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and C evel and County woul d nake a real good
district. W don't need all of the Jefferson
County people com ng down into our district. |
amjust telling you like it is. So, if you
leave it like it is, don't take Fairview okay.
Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Sir, what was your
name?

MR P.Q GARDNER: Oh, | amsorry. |
know t hese people, so | assuned everybody el se
knewne. | amP.Q Gardner, | live in
Monticello, and I serve on the Election
Conmi ssion. Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR BILL BRIDGFORTH: M nane is Bil
Bridgforth, I live in Pine Bluff at Nunber 29
Long Meadow. And | am here to speak also for
t he proposed revised District Ten. And,
Governor, it is always a pleasure to have you
here. W look forward to having you back on
Saturday for the dedication of the new Nature
Center in your honor, of which we are al
pr oud.

O hers have and will speak of the

vital econom c, geographic, and business
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regions why this revised District Ten should be
adopted and why Jefferson County shoul d at

| east be a part of a district so that we can
mai ntai n our present nunber of |egislative
representatives. | would like to nention two
ot her reasons you may not hear about from
anybody else that | think speak to this and
indicate how inportant it is.

The first is agriculture, an area in which
all of us have a great interest. And |
certainly do. Since the beginning of Arkansas,
Pine Bluff and Jefferson County has been the
recogni zed center for agriculture, particularly
row crop agriculture, but also tinber, and
ot her types of agriculture. W currently have
one of the largest cotton oil mlls in
the United States. And research in aquaculture
here at this university is of national
si gni ficance.

VWhat we may lack in this area in terns of
new people, we make up for in our areas of
i npact on the overall quality of life in the
Natural State. And we nust renenber that the
agricultural part of Arkansas, of which

Jefferson County is a significant part,
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contributes mghtily to the economc viability
of all of Arkansas. It is a huge industry, and
Jefferson County has the experience to be its
nost effective

vVoi ce.

Not only do we have the experience, but we
have the history and the tradition
of presenting that voice, if the representative
of this new district that | understand only
enconpasses about -- an area of Jefferson
County with about 3,700 or 3,800 people.
Wherever this new representative is from the
fact that Jefferson County is a part of the
district that individual represents wll add
nmuscl e and support and influence to his or her
remarks in the area of agriculture that m ght
be | acki ng ot herw se.

The second area that | would like to speak
to has to do with our natural resources. As
you all know, | amthe innmedi ate past chairman
of the Arkansas Gane & Fish Conm ssion. And
can tell you from personal know edge that the
abundance of those creatures of the wild that
i nhabit Jefferson County and the area in this

proposed revised District Ten exceed the nunber
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that exist in any other part of the State of
Ar kansas.

While the legislature is constitutionally
prohi bited fromcontrol over the Conm ssion, it
does approve our annual budget and approves
personnel positions. So influence, if not
control, is inits hands. Al of these aninmals
and birds and fish with which we share
this state need | oud voices to speak for them
as wel | .

Wth the new, Governor M ke Huckabee,
Delta Rivers Nature Center, |ocated in
Pine Bluff's Regional Park, in South Arkansas,
Jefferson County is nost uniquely poised to be
this needed and effective voice. Jefferson
County needs to remain a part of the district
that ensures that the opportunity to maintain
its present representation.

| urge the adoption of the revised
District Ten. And thank you all for your
attention to this horribly difficult task.
Thank you.

GOVERNCR M KE HUCKABEE: Bill, if we
can just get all of those fish and deer

to vote, we would be in good shape and
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coul d get those popul ati on nunbers --

MR, BILL BRIDGFORTH: W will vote
for you, CGovernor

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: | am afraid sone
of those critter m ght vote against, know ng
how I (i naudible).

MR. LARRY FREEMAN. How are you doi ng,

Governor? | would like to say | am Larry
Freeman, | reside here in Pine Bluff, | live at
405 North Cypress. |, too, have called the
Board of Apportionnment -- reapportionnent, and

| would Iike to say that the staff is doing a
great job. And I just have a question. And I
support the proposed change to District Ten,
and | support that. However, | do have a
guestion. And that is, howw Il that affect,
because it will affect the nunbers in
Representative C emmons and in Representative
Johnson's district?

And | think that while we are trying
to maintain the nunber of |egislators that we
have that represent Jefferson County, we still
may end up losing, if we have got to merge
those districts. And | have a concern about

that, a very real concern, in terns of the way
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t hat people have voted in the |ast session in
the state | egislature, particularly when
sonmeone has voted agai nst the Daisy Bates Bill,
and when peopl e have not been supportive of
election law reformthat benefits the entire
state, hate crines |egislation. Governor
those are very real issues, and issues that
affect not only just African-Anericans or
mnorities in the state, but all people in the
state.

So, | would encourage the Board to
continue to do what they are doing. But at the
same tinme, we need to be mndful of this plan
to keep the nunber of |egislators and
representatives in Jefferson County, because it
very well may affect two other |egislators that
are in this county, as well. And I would Ilike
to thank you for your tine.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYCR  Thank you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. STUART SAFFER:. Good norning. M/ nane
is Stuart Saffer, | live in Wite Hall. It was
ny intent to foll ow sonme good advice that |
recei ved years ago, "Never pass up

an opportunity to keep your nmouth shut." But
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this | ast speaker kind of disturbed ne. This
process i s supposed to be based on nunbers, not
a person's voting record.

And by the way, | amal so the
regi stered | obbyist for the Retired
O ficers Association for the state. And
| guarantee you, had our | egislator put
Dai sy Bates' birthday on Veteran's Day,
you woul d have had 280, 000 of us picketing the
State Capitol. So, a person's voting record
has no bearing on this particular process. Let
t he voters deci de.

Now, all three representatives
i nvol ved, Bradford, Cemons, and Tayl or,
supported and co-sponsored this recent
| egi slation that we worked out to change
Arkansas' -- we were the first state in
the nation, as you know, Governor, to
change Arkansas' voting laws with regards
to mlitary ballots.

And our positionis, we like to
support those that support our goals. So, what
| am suggesting is that the proposed change
that the Alliance has proposed is the one that

we would like you to | ook at. W have no
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objection, if the voters want to vote sonebody
out of office that has supported our goals and
our legislation. But we do have an objection
if it is done with the stroke of a pen, as is
the case in the House draft as presented it.

So, we support Nunmber Ten. And |
would i ke for a reiteration, if it is
possible, fromthe lawer. Any tinme | can talk
to a lawer for free, | like. This is based on
nunbers and not a post-person's voting record,
or to try and acconplish sonmething with the
nunbers. This is what the concerns were voiced
earlier, that it was retribution against Tayl or
for his voting record, and it has surfaced
again here. So, would you reiterate for us,
if you don't mnd, sir, the rules of this gane?

MR. OLAN REEVES: It is -- you start
off with the nunbers, and then you | ook
at communities of interest, you | ook at
conserving political subdivisions, voting
rights, Section Two of the Voting Ri ghts Act,
all of those things that |I said prior.

MR. MEL CURTI S JACKSON: Good norning. My
nanme is Mel Curtis Jackson, from W/ not,

Arkansas in Drew County. | reside at P.O Box
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283, WInot, Arkansas. M concern is about,

M. Gardner pointed it out, in Drew County
about bringing Pine Bluff down in our area. |In
ot her words, ten or 15 years ago, you al

didn't know where we were in that instance.
Al'so, in taking WIlnot, Geen Hll, and noving
themin with a voting district down in Ashley
County, which we | ove Ashley County, we got no
gquarrels with them but we are nore famliar

wi th Monticello.

W would love to stay in Frankie's
district, or whoever the representative, if we
have Franki e or whoever, but we would like to
be famliar with the peoples that we are
associating wth. W have a common goal down
there. W are trying to grow Sout heast
Arkansas, which we call it Southeast Arkansas,
| guess it always stop at Pine Bluff when
you come this way.

But we would like to keep that going,
Governor, and Secretary of State, and Attorney
General, to -- so we could have sonething in
common w thout having trying to go out, and you
was just down there a few weeks ago, |-69

connected, and that type of thing, and see the
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cooperation we have got down there. W would
like to keep that going. W don't need
anything to split that up. W need sonebody
wor ki ng for our area, and sonebody we are going
to support, whatever their nanme may be.

It is just like the gentlenen pointed out
here a few m nutes ago, both of them had a good
idea. It is based on shifting the nunbers, we
all know that. Forget about the guy's record,
| understand that. But the shifting of the
nunbers can affect the progress we have nade
and the cooperation we have made in working
together. Bradley County and Drew County are
begi nning to work together, and Ashley County,
al so down in Yell ow Bend, Chicot County, we are
involved with those peopl e.

So, | would |ike to keep that going,
and keep Wlnot, as | already said, with
Drew County.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. DAVI D BECK: Governor Huckabee,
Secretary Priest, Attorney General Pryor, good
nmorni ng. Thank you for this opportunity. | am
David Beck, I amthe president of the Wite

Hal I Chanber of Commerce, and | am al derman for
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Ward Three for the Cty Council of Wite Hall.
| am here today to show ny support for the
Jefferson County Alliance plan for House
District Ten.

There are several sound reasons for
supporting this plan. One, Jefferson County
retains its nunber of representatives. Two,
the Gty of Monticello is fully enconpassed in
the district, with the other parts of Drew
County, makes up 38 percent of the voters
in that district, Jefferson County would only
enconpass ten percent. Also, the two
i ncunbents woul d not be forced to run agai nst
each anot her.

These issues are very local in nature. But
| feel this plan could have a | arger inpact on
the delta. Jefferson County has al ways been
the door to the delta, and | think that the
state needs a strong -- speech strong
| eadership fromJefferson County. The revised
plan offers the best overall strategy for
hel ping each citizen in District Ten. | ask
that you give strong consideration. Thank you.

MR, TOMW MAY: (Governor, Secretary

Priest, Attorney General Pryor, thank you for
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being here. And | will try not to bore
everybody by reiterating what M. Crider
and M. Bridgforth said about the support that
we have for revised House Legislative District
Nunmber Ten, but | certainly do support that.
My name is Tonmy May. | ama citizen
of Pine Bluff and Jefferson County, have lived
here for 14 years, and ny address is 2111 46th
Street. | will tell you that | envy the task
t hat you have, and | think you have said it
very well. You have a chall enge because the
| aw says you have a chal |l enge, and you nust
adhere to that.
But one of the things that | think
you said very early, and you said it very well,
and that was that you wanted to be as fair as
possi bl e, as humanly possible as you can in
this process, you want to try to keep as nmany
communi ties and counties together as you can.
| think the proposal that | support does that.
| know that it is a challenge to do
what you want to do, but | have got a little
bit of experience in that, when | had the
opportunity to deal with a simlar issue with

ball ganes in the State of Arkansas. It is not
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easy, it won't be popul ar when you are through.

GOVERNCR M KE HUCKABEE: Was that a
controversy coment ?

MR TOMW MAY: |f you follow the
thesis statenent that you started with, and
that is being as fair as possible in this
process, | really, truly believe that this
proposal ten is absolutely the best, because it
does not force incunbents to run agai nst other
i ncunbents. And | think it nmakes sense. As
sonmeone said earlier it does not guarantee any
ki nd of reelection when you look at a city such
as Monticello that woul d be whol e, when you
| ook at some of the counties that will stay in
pl ace, there are no guarantees, but it does
| ook reasonable, feasible, and fair. And we
thank you for that. Thank you for allow ng ne
to present mny opinion.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay. Anybody el se?

MR. JACK FOSTER: Good norni ng,
Gover nor Huckabee, Secretary Priest, Ceneral
Pryor. M nane is Jack Foster, | live at 2308
West Bel Air here in Pine Bluff. And the
reason | am here to speak this norning, we have

heard a lot of talk this norning. And | |ive
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here in Pine Bluff, in Jefferson County. W
have sone concern about possibly | osing sone
representation. But | think we need to be real
about this thing.

Pine Bluff |ost population in the |ast
census count. W cannot expect to |ose
popul ati on and nai ntain the sane type of
representation. Now, that is the real side of
that. 1t has nothing to do with how peopl e
vote, it has nothing to do with race. W |ost
people. And you have a task of trying to
adj ust that.

Now, it would be nice if everybody in the
state that |ost population would be able to
mai ntai n the same representation in spite of
| osing population. And | amgoing to give you
alittle short history | esson. Wen a
community does not experience econom c grow h,
you have population loss. It is just that
sinple, and that is what has happened to Pine
Bl uf .

And what | amsaying is that it is
unfortunate that we nay | ose representation
but I think we need to be real about why we are

| osing that possible representation. Thank you.
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MR. OLAN REEVES: Thank you.

MR. BOBBY GLOVER. MW nane i s Bobby
G over, State Representative fromCarlisle
Governor Huckabee and Secretary Priest and
General Pryor, | appreciate well all you have
done in regard to the hard work that has gone
into this, as well as your staff. It is an
honor to be here before you today. | would |ike
to speak to you just briefly in regard to the

House district before I want to nmake any kind

of comment at all in regard to Senate District
28. | have not nade a comment to you in that
regard.

As to the House district that now
puts Arkansas County and Prairie County
together, | certainly endorse that. And I also
endorse the recommendati on made by Benny
Petrus. | think that should be -- should be
done, as far as adding that township. | spoke
to the staff representing all of you early on,
and told themthat irrespective of the effect
it mght have on ne, that | felt that
DeWtt and Stuttgart should be put in the sane
district.

At that tine, | didn't know whether | was
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going to be running for the House or for the
Senate. And they nust have taken ne at ny
wor d, because they actually took Carlisle out
of that district. But even after | found that
out, believe it or not, | told themthat I felt
like they were doing the right thing, and it
woul d be selfish on ny part for me to do

i kewi se -- do otherw se, and put ne back into
it, because | really feel that DeWtt and
Stuttgart should be in the same House district.

In regard to Lonoke County, as you
are aware, there is two House districts there,
and | have not heard any conplaints at all in
regard to those two House districts. As far as
| know, everyone is in favor of it. So, | wll
just sinply tell you here today that in regard
to the Arkansas and Prairie Counties and Lonoke
County, as far as | amaware, we are in accord,
nmy exception would be to add the township that
M. Petrus had asked you to do.

In regard to Senate -- the old Senate
District 28, we have a little people here from
Arkansas County, Stuttgart, DeWtt. W have
the mayor of DeWtt here. M. Jenks, with one

of the banks there, the federal bank, as well
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as others. | had told you early on in the very
beginning that | felt like that, of al

counties, all of Lonoke County should be in one
senatorial district.

And | amglad | have the opportunity
to speak here today, because | want ny
col | eagues to know from Jefferson County
and Pine Bluff, that this has nothing to
do with themin any way, shape, form or
fashion. Because | have the highest
respect for them | have served Senator Nel son,
Senator Cullett, Senator Bradford, Senator
Hanki ns, and Senat or Edwards. And | have al ways
had a real good working relationship and good
rapport. So, this has nothing to do as far as
any reflection on these fine people under any
ci rcunst ances.

It is just that Lonoke County, as | think
| amright on this, they are now 12th in size
as far as Arkansas is concerned to the other
counties, over 50 sone-odd thousand. It is one
of the fastest growing counties in the State of
Arkansas. It wouldn't surprise nme in ten years
fromnow that we m ght have 75,000 people in

Lonoke County rather than 52,000 or 53,000. In
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regard to Prairie County, they are very
satisfied with being |inked up to Lonoke
County. Arkansas County is very satisfied with
being linked up with Prairie and

Lonoke Counti es.

As | have stated to you previously,
| certainly would appreciate very much if you
could figure out sone way to bring DeWtt into
the picture, as well, because | think that
woul d be the right thing to do. Thank you very
much.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Anybody el se?

MR. CARROLL LESTER  Carroll Lester, mayor
of DeWtt. You have heard fromall the -- the
Arkansas County fol ks, we have got a good
contingent, and we appreciate Representative
G over's cooments. W | ove our neighbors, we
| ove Jefferson County and Phillips County and
everybody el se, we just don't want to -- we are
visiting, we are not going to get in this
fight.

We desperately need to be considered to be
nmoved on up into the District 28. W have far
nore in common, all the criteria that M.

Reeves |laid out. And we would certainly
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appreciate that. Thank
you.

MR. FRANK W LSON: Frank WIson from
Ri son, Arkansas. | happen to be one of those
that has not had representation for the last 20
years. W have two townshi ps in the northwest
corner of C eburne County that has been in a
different district. | had nmet ny
representative in the State Capitol and he
didn't even know nme because he didn't have any
interest to cone down and visit with ne.

| have had to rely on friends, such as Jay

and Jerry to represent ne. So, | would
propose -- | |ike any proposal that groups us
together. W have got fire -- our fire

departnent, the local volunteer fire departnent
is divided by representation. One group
is represented and the other group is
represented by another representative. So, we
have no flow of voice that we can make when we
go to our representative or nothing, we have
not hing |ike that.

Cl evel and County is -- mght have to
be di vided, but there is nore | ogical ways for

it to be divided. But it is -- but when we
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take only two townshi ps that has very snal

voter, we end up not being represented at all.
Two townships in Drew County that carries a
third of the vote has a lot nore influence than
the two townshi ps that has | ess than probably
five percent of the vote. | don't know

the nunbers, | amnot famliar with that.

But | amjust asking you to consider
grouping us in fair groups. The real truth is
t hat whether any of the representatives we have
got, they are going to be termlimted, even if
we try to protect incunbents in four years.

So, we are not tal king about i ncunbents,
we are tal king about who is going to represent
us for the ten years. And | think that is the
point, that we would |ike you to consider that.

And the northwest part of C evel and County
and Rison has the sane interests. W have the
sanme people, we have the sanme county road, we
have the same volunteer fire departnent, and we
have all those things that nakes us one. And
we woul d appreciate you all trying to consider
| eaving us that way. Thank you.

MR. STANLEY SI MPSON: Good norning. | am

Stanl ey Sinpson from Arkansas County, | am one
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of the election conm ssioners. And | want to
t hank you. You have got the -- we have got the
best thing going right now we have had in 40
years. W have been picked on and parcel ed out
to other people, and we have got a pretty
good deal going now. But we do need the
two things that we have asked for here to nmake
it alittle better.

Now, we would like for all of
Arkansas County to be in one district, but
| understand the nunbers. But if you could put
these two proposals in, it would help our
county and hel p our el ection process. Thank
you.

MR. HERBERT CUNNING | would like to say
good norning, and | appreciate the Governor
com ng down, and the Secretary. | just
recently heard about this, so | just got here a
few m nutes ago. M nanme is Herbert Cunning, |
reside here in Pine Bluff, Arkansas. And | have
no particular distinction besides being a
father of five. And two of ny sons have
graduated fromthis university, so | amvery
proud of that.

| would |ike to say that a | ot of
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t hi ngs have been said and there has been a | ot
of consideration about a ot of things and a
ot of issues. | don't think anyone in their
right mnd would want to | ose representati on on
one hand. And | think reality says that we

have got to do sone consi derations on the other

hand.

| am ki nd of those that supports -- 1| like
both ideas. | don't want to | ose
representation. By the sanme token, | am

not happy with the representation that we have.

So, | ambad. The consideration to ne is --
t he gentl eman brought up a question that wasn't
addressed a little bit ago. He said, if in the
event we do have this District Ten, what
happens to the existing representation? And
that wasn't really addressed.

| don't know if he was asking for an

i mredi at e answer response or hypothetical, but
that is a thought that | think should weigh in
your concern, also. That is a realistic. He
wasn't trying to -- and | didn't get the point
of trying to pick something out against anybody
in particular. But | like that idea, what

does happen, or what can happen, what are the
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possibilities? W don't want to | ose
representation, because anybody, the nore
representation you have, of course, your
nunbers are going to be better. It is going to
be better for that particular district.

And, man, we need all the
representation we can get. But | am concerned
about, if we keep that way, and what not? |If
we go with the House draft, how many -- you
know, you know nore about what you are wei ghi ng
than we do. And that is where | amat. So,
t hose are the concerns we have, that we don't
know all the answers to everything. And at
some point in time, | was hoping we have a
situati on where you can expound to us and tel
us exactly what both cases would incur or
include. And if you can do that for us, those
of us who are just, you know, the working
publi c.

If you could just tell us exactly if
you do one thing, what you have, all the
ram fications if you do one thing or the other.

| s that possible to address that?
MR. OLAN REEVES: W can't tell you

t he nunber of changes today. The only nunbers
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we have are the ones that are on the draft
pl ans.

MR. HERBERT CUNNI NG Yes, sir.

MR. OLAN REEVES:. The ot her nunbers,
we can run those, and we certainly will | ook at
t hat .

MR. HERBERT CUNNI NG Okay, okay.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Mnority incentives and
everybody el se, as well as strai ght nunbers,
how cl ose are you to 26,000. W don't have
t hat today, because we don't have all these
draft maps on that conputer.

MR. HERBERT CUNNI NG  Well, |
understand the concern everyone has about not
| osing the voice in the House. The other thing
| was thinking, too, and | appreciate the
opportunity. Sonmetines it is hard for a
wor ki ng guy to just stop and -- and the
next tinme you have one of these, can you have
it like in the evening tine, maybe, where nore
of the public can be included on that? Thank
you.

MR. OLAN REEVES: Three of our neetings
are at night, it is just not at night in Pine

Bluff. There is Forrest Cty, Hope, Muntain

PETRE' S STENOGRAPH SERVI CE
(501) 834-2352




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

oo o o0 F F F B F F F F F F
aa A W N P O © 00 N o 0o M W N+, O

59

Hone and Hot Springs, so there are four that
are at night.

MR. LAVWRENCE DAVI S: CGovernor and nenbers
of the panel, | am Lawence Davis, | reside at
1501 North University, and my hone is 208 West
34th. And we are so happy to have this hearing
on our canmpus. And thanks to you, of course,
Governor, and the legislators, we are able to
have facilities such as this. And if you have
a chance, | hope you drive by the canpus, and
you wi Il be excited about what is going on.

And, of course, | support the proposal of
the Alliance of Pine Bluff that M. Crider
menti oned, but not for the reasons that | have
heard. One thing that is obvious about
Sout heast Arkansas is that our economc
devel opnment | ags nmuch of the other parts of the
state. You will notice in Jonesboro, in
Fayetteville, in Conway, and Russellville,
tremendous growh, and it has to do with the
fact that the institutions there, there
hi gher education institutions are thriving.

Equally, it should be so in
Sout heast Arkansas. There are two

branches, two institutions of the University of
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Arkansas systemin the proposed district,
UA- Monticello and UAPB. And if anything is to
happen in this section of the state
econom cally, we have to be the economc
ending. So, | would hope that in your
redistricting, you would take that into
consi deration, because we do need people there
in the legislature who will be advocates for
these two institutions so that we can make this
state becone what it shoul d be.

MR. CLAN REEVES: Anybody el se?

MR. DUTCH KI NG  Good nor ni ng,
Governor, Secretary of State, and Attorney
General. | amDbDutch King, | live in Pine
Bl uff, Arkansas, 3721 Poplar. And | am
here just to ask that you give due respect to
our request for District Nunber Ten. Wat is
politics about? There are no guarantees in
life, much less politics. District Ten
guar antees no one, other than giving an
opportunity to have a chance to serve our city,
our county, and our state.

To me, what this is about, people who have
been dedi cated and | oyal to our city, our

state, and our county. W here in Pine Bluff
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| ove Pine Bluff, we |ove Jefferson County, and
we |ove the State of Arkansas. And all we were
asking is you to honor our request and give us
an opportunity to elect the people that we
want to serve us in our district. Thank you.
MR. OLAN REEVES: Ckay. There is
nobody else, | will pass it over to the
Gover nor .
GOVERNCR M KE HUCKABEE: W wi | |
have cl osing comments now fromthe Secretary of
State and Attorney General and nyself. And
will start with Secretary of State Priest.
SECRETARY OF STATE SHARON PRI EST: Thank
you, Governor. Again, | would like to thank
all of you for being here and expressing your
opi nions and your desires of how you would |ike
to be represented. Sonebody said it earlier,
it is usually in my opening remarks, this is
not a two-year plan, it is not a four-year
plan, it is a ten-year plan. And you need to be
t he guardi ans of how you are going to be
represented for the next ten years.
| want to also take this tinme to thank the
staff fromthe Governor's office, the Attorney

General's office, and ny office. They really
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have wor ked hard, many, many hours, |istening
to very many people, trying to nove |lines and
adjust lines and to try to please everybody in
the process. So, we have had an opportunity to
exerci se denocracy today, being involved in
part of that opportunity, and it is a wonderful
opportunity that we enjoy in this state and in
this country. Thank you.

ATTORNEY GENERAL MARK PRYOR: | want
to just thank you all for being here. Again,
thanks to UAPB for hosting this. This is a
very nice facility. | can't wait to sit down
with staff and tal k about this proposed
District Ten and see how t he nunbers work and
see how it does inpact others. | think Larry
Freeman nmentioned that, how does this inpact
other districts around? | can assure you we
will look at that and give every consi derati on.

And | just appreciate you all being here,
because this is denbcracy in action, that we
all have the right of input in designing our
own state House and Senate districts, and how
our representative districts will |ook. And
that is one of the great things about this

state and this country. | just want to thank
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you all for being here, appreciate you all's
tinme.

GOVERNOR M KE HUCKABEE: On behal f of all
of the Board of Apportionnent, we do genuinely
thank you. And it nmay appear that this is al
a done-deal and this exercise today was nothing
nore than an exercise in futility. Let me
assure you, that is not the case. W really
are sincerely listening to what is being said
in these neetings, taking it to the heart, and
trying to adjust these drafts so that we can
take into consideration the very strong and
of ten passi onate viewpoi nts that we hear.

| think Sharon Priest said earlier
sonmething that | wanted to reiterate. All of
us, too, are elected officials. Believe this
or not, | know sonme of you find this amazing.
We really don't wake up every norning and
figure out, "How can we make sone people nad
today?" | have al ways said, the nunber one
rule in politics is, you have got to nmake ten
new friends a day because you are going to | ose
seven by sonething you say or do.

But the fact is, it is not an

effort on our part to see if we can just
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arbitrarily punch people's buttons and get them
mad at us. We would like to please everybody.
But ultimately, we have to please the
Constitution, and that is the one thing that we
all swore to do, nore than any other one thing.
And the context of that is where we are going
to try to cone back and take seriously every
comment we have had today.

| want to thank you, because they
have been hel pful, reasonable, in many
cases very conpelling, and | think, nost
of all, very respectful of the process
and those of us who have participated in
this all too difficult and not too perfect an
endeavor, you have given a |ot of your
time this norning, sonme have even driven great
di stances to be here, and we especially
appreci ate that.

Let me just say that if you end up |iking
the results of what we have done, | will be
happy to take credit. |If you don't, it was
these guys, they did it, (indicating), and | am
sorry, | couldn't fix it. | wishit were so
easy. Again, thank you very nuch. W

appreci ate your com ng. Hope you have a
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wonder ful day. And we will get a map to you
real soon

(WHEREUPON, at 11:44 a.m, the taking
of the above-entitled proceedi ng was

concl uded.)
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